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The Doctrines of Grace: Rediscovering the Evangelical Gospel 
By James Montgomery Boice and Philip Graham Ryken 

 
 

An Outline and Overview 
 

Part One: The Doctrines of Grace 
 
1. Chapter One: Why Evangelicalism Needs Calvinism (17-38) 

• The Doctrines of Grace (18) “The doctrines of grace—these words are 
shorthand for the five distinct Bible teachings that were linked together in 
response to the theology that developed in Holland in the late sixteenth century. 
This theology was associated with the name Jacob Arminius (1560-1609).” 

• Today’s False Gospel (20) “The world’s agenda is personal happiness, so the 
gospel is presented as a plan for individual fulfillment rather than as a pathway 
of costly discipleship.” 

• Six major cultural trends that have harmed the church: secularism, 
humanism, relativism, materialism, pragmatism, and anti-intellectualism.  

• The Five Points of Arminianism (24) 1. God elects or reproves on the basis 
of foreseen faith or unbelief. 2. Christ died for all men and for every man, 
although only believers are saved. 3. Man is so depraved that divine grace is 
necessary unto faith or any good deed. 4. This grace may be resisted. 5. Whether 
all who are truly regenerate will certainly persevere in the faith is appoint which 
needs further investigation. 

• The implications are: human ability, conditional election, indefinite 
atonement, resistible grace, and defectible grace. 

• To God Alone be the Glory (33) “In other words, the only defense against a 
doctrine of salvation that exalts humanity—and thus the only hope for 
evangelism—is a thoroughgoing Calvinism. To receive the grace of the gospel 
as God’s grace, we must recover the doctrines of grace. 

 
2. Chapter Two: What Calvinism Does in History (39-66) 

• “If they are biblical doctrines, then they ought to be defended and applied; 
otherwise, they should be rejected and repudiated” (39) 

• “If Calvinism is biblical, then we should expect to discover that the church 
has flourished whenever the doctrines of grace have been taught and 
practiced” (39). 
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• Calvin’s Geneva: A Godly Commonwealth. The “urban transformation was 
not accomplished by the doctrines of grace alone, of course, but by the plain 
teaching of Scripture, as understood from the perspective of the Calvinist 
system of doctrine with its undying passion to see God glorified in all of life” 
(44). 

• The Puritans: To Glorify and Enjoy God. “The Puritan mind was a God-
centered mind, and the result was a God-glorifying life.” 

• The Great Awakening: Evangelism by Grace. “The Great Awakening thus 
shows that Calvinism is not opposed to evangelicalism, but actually enables 
it to flourish” (52). 

• Kuyper’s Holland: Calvinism as a Worldview. “In the total expanse of the 
human life there is not a single square inch of which Christ, who alone is 
sovereign, does not declare, ‘That is Mine’” (56). 

• From Calvinism to Liberalism. “One of the dominant lessons of church 
history is that Christians (including Calvinists) never live up to God’s ideals, 
which is why we are in such desperate need of his saving grace” (57). 

• The Present Evangelical Crisis (61). “ . . .evangelical churches must 
recognize that maintaining spiritual vitality requires Christians to worship the 
God of grace, believe the gospel of grace, and confess the doctrines of 
grace” (66). 

 
Part Two: The Five Points 
 
3. Chapter Three: Radical Depravity (69-89) 

• “Here we are dealing with the nature and extent of sin, and the point is that 
we are all radically sinful, so much so that we cannot take even the smallest 
steps toward God unless he first intervenes” (70). 

• The Fall of the Race in Adam. “It is . . . a description of human beings in an 
utterly ruined state, a state from which we are unable to deliver ourselves 
and in which we might all have been left to perish, and justly so” (72). 

• Paul’s Teaching in Ephesians 2. 
1. The sinner is “dead in  . . . transgressions and sins.” 
2. The sinner actively practices evil. 
3. The sinner is enslaved. 
4. The sinner is by nature an object of God’s wrath. 

• Paul’s Teaching in Romans 3 
1. The moral nature: None are righteous. 
2. The sinful mind: None understands. 
3. The captive will: None seeks God. 
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• The Bondage of the Will. 
1. Augustine and Pelagius (80). 
2. Luther and Erasmus (82). 
3. Edwards’s “Freedom of the Will” (83). 

• Old and Practical Doctrine (86). 
 
4. Chapter Four: Unconditional Election (91-112) 

• The Most Important Passage: Romans 9. 

• A Basis in Fact (93-95). 

• Three Generations of Election (95-98). 
1. Abraham 
2. Isaac 
3. Jacob 

• A Basis in Scripture (Deut. 7:7-8; John 15:16; Acts 13:48; Romans 11:5-7; 
Eph. 1:4-5; 1 Thess. 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:13). 

• Might Election Be “Conditional”? “To summarize, when the Bible speaks of 
divine foreknowledge, it has in view the gracious doctrine of unconditional 
election.” 

• Reprobation: The Difficult Doctrine (Prov. 16:4; John 12:39-40, 13:8, 17:12; 
1 Peter 2:7-8; Jude 4). 

• A Useful Doctrine (104-06). 
1. Reprobation assures us that God’s purpose has not failed. 
2. Reprobation helps us deal with apostasy. 
3. Reprobation reminds us that salvation is entirely of divine grace and 
that no human works contribute to it. 

4. Reprobation glorifies God. 

• But is God Just? (106-08). 
1. All human beings deserve hell, not heaven. 
2. If any individual is saved, it must be by mercy only, and mercy falls in 
an entirely different category from justice. 

3. Even if God should save people on the basis of something in them . . 
. this actually would be an injustice, since individuals and their 
backgrounds are unequal. 

• Two Irrepressible Objections: 
1. Shouldn’t God show mercy to everyone? 
2. Why doesn’t God show mercy to everyone? 

• The Benefits of this Doctrine 
1. Election is humbling 
2. Election encourages our love for God 
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3. Election will enrich our worship 
4. Election encourages us in our evangelism 

5. Chapter Five: Particular Redemption (113-34) 

• A Minority Position 
1. There is agreement about the value of Jesus’ atonement. 
2. We agree that there are benefits of the death of Jesus Christ for all 
people, benefits short of salvation. 

3. We are not in disagreement as to whether or not all people will be 
saved. 

• The Design of the Atonement 

• “Jesus’ death was an actual atonement for the sins of those elect persons 
whom the Father previously had determined to give to Him.” 

• Key terms: 
1. Redemption 
2. Propitiation 
3. Reconciliation 
4. Atonement 

• Belief and Unbelief (123) 
Representative texts (Is. 53:8; Mt. 1:21; 20:28; Luke 1:68; John 10:11, 13:1, 
17:1-2, 9; Gal. 3:13; Eph. 5:25; Rom. 8:28-32). 

• The Problem Texts (126-131) 
1. Passages that seem to teach that God has a will to save everyone. 
2. Passages in which it is suggested that some people for whom Jesus 
Christ died will perish. 

3. Passages in which the work of Jesus Christ seems to be intended for 
the entire world. 

 
6. Chapter Six: Efficacious Grace (135-54) 

• Two Kinds of Calls 
1. A general call 
2. The specific call 
3. (Rom. 1:6-7; 11:29; 1 Cor. 1:9; Eph. 4:1; 2  Tim. 1:8-9; 2 Pt. 1:10) 

• Three Important Observations 
1. Two Responses 
2. The importance of the general call 
3. Am I elect? 

• The Order of Salvation (Ordo Salutis) 
1. Foreknowledge 
2. Predestination 
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3. Effectual calling 
4. Regeneration 
5. Repentance and Faith 
6. Justification 
7. Adoption 
8. Sanctification 
9. Glorification 

• All this is from God 
 
7. Chapter Seven: Persevering Grace (155-176)  

• Some Common misunderstandings 
1. Perseverance does not mean that Christians are exempted from 
all spiritual danger just because they are Christians. 

2. Perseverance does not mean that Christians are always kept from 
falling into sin, just because they are Christians. 

3. Perseverance does not mean that those who merely profess 
Christ without actually being born again are secure. 

• Three Great Perseverance Verses: 
Philippians 1:6 
John 10: 27-30 
Rom. 8:35-39 

• Another Perseverance Promise 
1. Peter was writing to Christians scattered throughout certain parts of 
Asia Minor, which we call Turkey. 

2. These believers in Christ had been suffering many kinds of trials. 
3. Peter wanted to encourage them by the certainty of a glory yet to 
come. 

• Four Things God Will Do 
1. God will perfect you. 
2. God will establish you. 
3. God will strengthen you. 
4. God will settle you. 

• The Problem Passages (Heb. 6:4-6; 2 Pt. 2:1-2; 1 Cor. 9:27) 

• Three categories: 
1. Passages that suggest we can “fall away” from grace. 
2. Passages suggesting that our salvation is uncertain. 
3. Warning Passages 

 
 
Part Three: Rediscovering God’s Grace 
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8. Chapter Eight: The True Calvinist (179-99) 

• A God-Centered Mind 

• A Penitent Spirit 

• A Grateful Heart 

• A Submissive Will 

• A Holy Life 

• A Glorious Purpose 
 
9. Chapter Nine: Calvinism at Work (201-226) 
 

• Have Mercy 

• The Gospel-Spreading Church 

• The Body Politic 

• Science 

• The Arts 

• A Glorious Future 
“Like the Calvinist described by B.B. Warfield, ‘He has caught sight of the ineffable 
Vision, and he will not let it fade for a moment from his eyes—God in nature, God 
in history, God in grace. Everywhere he sees God in His mighty stepping, 
everywhere he feels the working of his mighty arm, the throbbing of His mighty 
heart’” (226). 

 
 
  


